CHARLES  I   1625-1649
HARLES I, the second and only suntiving son of / James I, was in all respects save one, an almost complete contrast to his father. Good-looking, courageous and strictly moral, his conviction of the divine origin and extensive nature of his royal prerogative was yet as firm and unshakable as the late King's, and in his dealing with those who disagreed with him on this point he did not hesitate to employ a craftiness and a guile that were wholly foreign to his nature.
At his accession he was completely under the influence of his father's favourite, George Villiers, Earl of Buckingham, a dashing opportunist, as unprincipled as he was incompetent, who, in order to achieve the popularity that had so far eluded him, contrived to have himself put in command of a remarkably unsuccessful expedition against Spain (1623). The next year King Charles, despite the fact that he had married a sister of the French king and unmindful of the futile outcome of Buckingham's previous military venture, entrusted the wretched favourite with the command of an expedition to relieve the Huguenots of La Rochelle that proved even more disastrous. These exploits had cost a great deal of money and as James I had left nothing but debts, the King found himself compelled to appeal to Parliament for funds. These, however, the faithful Commons were only prepared to supply on certain conditions,
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